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yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Mrs. 
MINK), who is the chief sponsor of this 
resolution. 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in support of House Res-
olution 415 which expresses the sense of 
Congress that a National Ocean Day 
should be established in recognition of 
the vital role that the ocean plays in 
the lives of our Nation’s people and the 
significant impact our people have on 
the health of this essential resource. 

I want to take this time to thank the 
chairman of this committee, the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG); the 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) of the 
Committee on Resources; the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON); 
the ranking member, the gentleman 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) of the Subcommittee 
on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and 
Oceans for their efforts in bringing this 
bill to the floor today. 

The oceans cover 71 percent of the 
Earth’s surface and are key to the life 
support systems for all creatures on 
our planet. The oceans contain a won-
drous abundance and diversity of life, 
and two-thirds of the world’s people 
live within 50 miles of a coast and one 
out of six American jobs are marine re-
lated. 

On June 8, the Earth’s Summit Con-
ference convened in Rio de Janeiro on 
1992 and declared Oceans Day as part of 
the recognition of the importance of 
this resource and similar declarations 
have been made by other countries. 

My own State followed suit shortly 
afterwards and declared the first 
Wednesday of June as Oceans Day in 
recognition of the significant role that 
oceans play in the lives of the people of 
my State. 

So the adoption of this resolution 
will encourage the declaration of 
Oceans Day for the United States, and 
I hope that this resolution will pass. 

The support of human existence by 
the oceans goes well beyond fisheries 
and other coastal resources. Oceanic 
research has contributed greatly to our 
understanding of global warming and 
of the effects of the ocean on climate 
and weather. Sea surface temperatures 
have a major effect on atmospheric cir-
culation, warming and cooling trends 
brought on by the ocean currents like 
El Nino and La Nina have significant 
effects on the amount of rainfall, sever-
ity of storms and global temperatures. 
The warming caused by greenhouse gas 
emissions also affects the temperatures 
of the ocean. 

We take the riches of the ocean for 
granted at our peril. This incredibly 
rich resource is neither inexhaustible 
nor immune to the actions of human-
kind. Poor stewardship of the oceans 
pollutes beaches, contaminates the 
food supply and robs people of a pre-
cious resource that they depend upon. 

More than two-thirds of the world’s 
fisheries are over exploited and more 
than a third of the world’s fisheries are 
in a state of decline. Nearly 60 percent 
of the oceans’ coral reefs, the rain for-
ests of the sea, are degraded and de-
stroyed by human activities. 

In the 21st century, people will look 
increasingly to the resources of the 
oceans to meet its need. It is vital that 
the United States take the lead in en-
suring that the oceans are recognized 
for its importance and protected so 
that its riches can be enjoyed and 
available for future declarations. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote for this resolution.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I support H. Res. 415 and urge all 
Members to do the same. The oceans are 
vital to the welfare of this Nation and its peo-
ple. The idea of taking one day annually to re-
mind people why they need to appreciate our 
oceans and coasts should attract broad bipar-
tisan support. 

Much of today’s public awareness in the en-
vironment is attributed to the establishment 30 
years ago of the first Earth Day. But as much 
as I applaud the success of Earth Day, it is 
my impression that we can and should do 
more to inform the public about the many 
threats confronting our oceans and coasts. 

I have been encouraged by recent efforts of 
the Clinton administration that have focused 
public attention on ocean issues such as the 
International Year of the Reef in 1997, and the 
International Year of the Ocean in 1998. But 
it appears to me that an annual event to rally 
public support and interest in the oceans is 
needed if we are to sustain long-term public 
awareness. 

H. Res. 415 would be a very helpful step in 
that direction, and I commend our colleague 
from Hawaii, Congresswoman PATSY MINK, for 
proposing this resolution. I also commend the 
Chairman of the Fisheries Subcommittee, Mr. 
SAXTON, and the ranking Democrat, Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA, for their support and coopera-
tion in fine-tuning the resolution while it was 
under consideration by the Resources Com-
mittee. I urge all Members to support this bi-
partisan resolution. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I have no further speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I have no other speakers, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 415, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Madam Speak-

er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX and the Chair’s 
prior announcement, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

GRIFFITH PROJECT PREPAYMENT 
AND CONVEYANCE ACT 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill (S. 986) to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to 
convey the Griffith Project to the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority. 

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 986

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Griffith 
Project Prepayment and Conveyance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘Authority’’ means the 

Southern Nevada Water Authority, orga-
nized under the laws of the State of Nevada. 

(2) The term ‘‘Griffith Project’’ means the 
Robert B. Griffith Water Project, authorized 
by and constructed pursuant to the Southern 
Nevada Water Project Act, Public Law 89–
292, as amended, (commonly known as the 
‘‘Southern Nevada Water Project Act’’) (79 
Stat. 1068), including pipelines, conduits, 
pumping plants, intake facilities, aqueducts, 
laterals, water storage and regulatory facili-
ties, electric substations, and related works 
and improvements listed pursuant to ‘‘Rob-
ert B. Griffith Water Project (Formerly 
Southern Nevada Water Project), Nevada: 
Southern Clark County, Lower Colorado Re-
gion Bureau of Reclamation’’, on file at the 
Bureau of Reclamation and all interests in 
land acquired under Public Law 89–292, as 
amended. 

(3) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(4) The term ‘‘Acquired Land(s)’’ means all 
interests in land, including fee title, right(s)-
of-way, and easement(s), acquired by the 
United States from non-Federal sources by 
purchase, donation, exchange, or condemna-
tion pursuant to Public Law 89–292, as 
amended for the Griffith Project. 

(5) The term ‘‘Public Land’’ means lands 
which have never left Federal ownership and 
are under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
Land Management. 

(6) The term ‘‘Withdrawn Land’’ means 
Federal lands which are withdrawn from set-
tlement, sale, location of minerals, or entry 
under some or all of the general land laws 
and are reserved for a particular public pur-
pose pursuant to Public Law 89–292, as 
amended, under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, or are reserved pursu-
ant to Public Law 88–639 under the jurisdic-
tion of the National Park Service. 
SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF GRIFFITH PROJECT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In consideration of the 
Authority assuming from the United States 
all liability for administration, operation, 
maintenance, and replacement of the Grif-
fith Project and subject to the prepayment 
by the Authority of the Federal repayment 
amount of $121,204,348 (which amount shall 
be increased to reflect any accrued unpaid 
interest and shall be decreased by the 
amount of any additional principal payments 
made by the Authority after September 15, 
1999, prior to the date on which prepayment 
occurs), the Secretary shall, pursuant to the 
provisions of this Act—
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(1) convey and assign to the Authority all 

of the right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to improvements and facilities 
of the Griffith Project in existence as of the 
date of this Act; 

(2) convey and assign to the Authority all 
of the right, title, and interest of the United 
States to Acquired Lands that were acquired 
for the Griffith Project; and 

(3) convey and assign to the Authority all 
interests reserved and developed as of the 
date of this Act for the Griffith Project in 
lands patented by the United States. 

(b) Pursuant to the authority of this sec-
tion, from the effective date of conveyance 
of the Griffith Project, the Authority shall 
have a right of way at no cost across all Pub-
lic Land and Withdrawn Land—

(1) on which the Griffith Project is situ-
ated; and 

(2) across any Federal lands as reasonably 
necessary for the operation, maintenance, 
replacement, and repair of the Griffith 
Project, including existing access routes. 
Rights of way established by this section 
shall be valid for as long as they are needed 
for municipal water supply purposes and 
shall not require payment of rental or other 
fee. 

(c) Within twelve months after the effec-
tive date of this Act—

(1) the Secretary and the Authority shall 
agree upon a description of the land subject 
to the rights of way established by sub-
section (b) of this section; and 

(2) the Secretary shall deliver to the Au-
thority a document memorializing such 
rights of way. 

(d) REPORT.—If the conveyance under sub-
section (a) has not occurred within twelve 
months after the effective date of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the status of the conveyance. 
SEC. 4. RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING CONTRACTS. 

The Secretary and the Authority may 
modify Contract No. 7–07–30–W0004 and other 
contracts and land permits as necessary to 
conform to the provisions of this Act. 
SEC. 5. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS AND FU-

TURE BENEFITS. 
(a) If the Authority changes the use or op-

eration of the Griffith Project, the Authority 
shall comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations governing the changes at that 
time. 

(b) On conveyance of the Griffith Project 
under section 3 of this Act, the Act of June 
17, 1902 (43 U.S.C. 391 et seq.), and all Acts 
amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto 
shall not apply to the Griffith Project. Effec-
tive upon transfer, the lands and facilities 
transferred pursuant to this Act shall not be 
entitled to receive any further Reclamation 
benefits pursuant to the Act of June 17, 1902, 
and all Acts amendatory thereof or supple-
mental thereto attributable to their status 
as a Federal Reclamation Project, and the 
Griffith Project shall no longer be a Federal 
Reclamation Project. 

(c) Nothing in this Act shall transfer or af-
fect Federal ownership, rights, or interests 
in Lake Mead National Recreation Area as-
sociated lands, nor affect the authorities of 
the National Park Service to manage Lake 
Mead National Recreation Area including 
lands on which the Griffith Project is located 
consistent with the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 
Stat. 535), Public Law 88–639, October 8, 1964 
(78 Stat. 1039), or any other applicable legis-
lation, regulation, or policy. 

(d) Nothing in this Act shall affect the ap-
plication of Federal reclamation law to 
water delivered to the Authority pursuant to 
any contract with the Secretary under sec-
tion 5 of the Boulder Canyon Project Act. 

(e) Effective upon conveyance of the Grif-
fith Project and acquired interests in land 
under section 3 of this Act, the United States 
shall not be liable for damages of any kind 
arising out of any act, omission, or occur-
rence based on its prior ownership of the 
conveyed property. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentleman 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on S. 986. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, S. 986 was intro-
duced by Senator REID of Nevada and a 
companion bill was introduced by our 
friend and colleague, the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS) on May 5 of 
1999. 

This legislation provides for the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority to 
accept responsibility for administra-
tion, operation and maintenance of the 
Griffith Project and to pay the net 
present value of the remaining repay-
ment obligation. In addition, the bill 
directs the Secretary to convey and as-
sign to the authority all right, title 
and interest of the United States in 
and to the Griffith Project. 

The Griffith Project forms an inte-
gral part of a much larger water deliv-
ery system built separately by the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority and 
its constituent agencies. It consists of 
the intake facilities, pumping plants, 
et cetera required to provide water 
from Lake Meade for distribution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I fully support the 
passage of S. 986. I note that the De-
partment of the Interior has raised 
concerns regarding the effect of the bill 
on the Lake Meade National Recre-
ation area. It is my understanding that 
the rights of way provisions in S. 986, 
while generous, are intended to provide 
the Southern Nevada Water Authority 
with reasonable access to project fa-
cilities across Federal lands. 

The Secretary of the Interior has re-
sponsibility for protecting and man-
aging the Lake Mead National Recre-
ation area, and I would expect the Sec-
retary’s participation in negotiations 

involving rights of way over Federal 
lands which provide ample opportuni-
ties to ensure that those resources are 
fully protected. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to say 
that I want to commend the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS), my good 
friend, and the good senator from Ne-
vada for his bipartisan support of this 
legislation, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. GIBBONS), the author of the 
House companion bill to S. 986. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased today to rise in support of S. 
986, the Griffith Project Prepayment 
and Conveyance Act. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank my friend and colleague, the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) 
for yielding me the time with which to 
speak and to thank the chairman of 
the committee, the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DOOLITTLE) for 
their leadership and assistance with 
this bill and also to thank my friend 
and colleague, the gentleman from 
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
for his courtesies and assistance in this 
bill as well. 

The Griffith Project, formerly known 
as the Southern Nevada Project, was 
first authorized in 1965, and directed to 
Secretary of Interior to construct, op-
erate and maintain the project in order 
to deliver water to Clark County, Ne-
vada. 

With the phenomenal growth of the 
Las Vegas Valley over the past several 
decades, and the associated need for ad-
ditional water, the Griffith Project has 
become but a small part of the overall 
system used to deliver water to the Las 
Vegas metropolitan area. 

With the strong support of the State 
and local government to increase and 
improve the water delivery and treat-
ment system for the Las Vegas Valley, 
it is projected that the federally funded 
share of the overall system will de-
crease to approximately 6 percent when 
completed. 

The time has come, Madam Speaker, 
for the title of the Griffith Project to 
be transferred to the local ownership, 
and this is the goal of S. 986. S. 986 will 
convey to the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority all right, title and interest 
of the United States in and to the Grif-
fith Project. 

This conveyance is subject to the 
payment by the Southern Nevada 
Water Authority of the net present 
value of the remaining repayment obli-
gation. 

This repayment obligation will be de-
termined under financial terms and 
conditions that are similar to other 
title transfer laws which have been en-
acted on other projects. 
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The repayment obligation will also 

be governed by the guidance from the 
Department of Interior and the office 
of Management and Budget. This con-
veyance will simplify the overall oper-
ation of the system for the Southern 
Nevada Water Authority by removing 
some of the duplicative efforts required 
by having dual owners. 

For example, a pump station in the 
Griffith Project portion of the system 
requires repairs or maintenance, then 
Project employees must notify the Bu-
reau of Reclamation that a repair is 
needed. 

Madam Speaker, then they must de-
scribe the exact nature of the work to 
be performed, obtain permission for a 
crew to perform the work and schedule 
the work to be done at such a time 
when the Bureau of Reclamation em-
ployees can be present just to watch or 
oversee the repair or maintenance 
being performed by the Project em-
ployees. 

When the Project work is completed, 
the Bureau of Reclamation then sends 
a local bill to the water authority for 
the time spent by its personnel simply 
watching the work being done by the 
Project employees. 

Madam Speaker, we should note that 
this could be as simple as replacing 
just a valve handle, even though there 
are no leaks or any technical problems 
with the system. Truly, Madam Speak-
er, this is a tremendous waste of Bu-
reau of Reclamation time and an un-
necessary and expensive cost burden 
for the people of Las Vegas. 

In summary, this is a rather straight-
forward bill which will result in a 
much simplified and improved oper-
ation of the water supply and treat-
ment facility for the Las Vegas Valley. 

Madam Speaker, I, along with the 
senior Senator from Nevada, have 
worked with the Bureau of Reclama-
tion to resolve their concerns, and we 
believe this is the right approach for 
Southern Nevada. 

I do understand the right of way 
issues that remain and will work with 
the administration and those con-
cerned with that right of way issue to 
resolve those problems, and I would 
ask my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan bill and pass S. 986.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I have no additional speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I have no further speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time as well. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill, S. 986. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

b 1500 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
VIETNAMESE AMERICANS AND 
OTHERS WHO SEEK TO IMPROVE 
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONDI-
TIONS IN VIETNAM 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
322) expressing the sense of the Con-
gress regarding Vietnamese Americans 
and others who seek to improve social 
and political conditions in Vietnam, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 322

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United 
States and the Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam fought together for the causes of 
freedom and democracy in the former Repub-
lic of Vietnam; 

Whereas the Armed forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam suffered enormous casualties, in-
cluding over 250,000 deaths and more than 
750,000 wounded between 1961 and 1975 for the 
cause of freedom; 

Whereas many officers and enlisted per-
sonnel suffered imprisonment and forcible 
reeducation at the direction of the Govern-
ment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; 

Whereas on June 19 of each year, the Viet-
namese American community traditionally 
commemorates those who gave their lives in 
the struggle to preserve the freedom of the 
former Republic of Vietnam; 

Whereas June 19 serves as a reminder to 
Vietnamese Americans that the ideals and 
values of democracy are precious and should 
be treasured; and 

Whereas the Vietnamese American com-
munity plays a critical role in raising inter-
national awareness of human rights concerns 
regarding the Socialist Republic of Vietnam: 
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) commends the sacrifices of those who 
served in the Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam; and 

(2) applauds the contributions of all indi-
viduals whose efforts have focused, and con-
tinue to focus, international attention on 
human rights violations in Vietnam.

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘Concurrent 
resolution expressing the sense of Congress 
regarding the sacrifices of individuals who 
served in the Armed Forces of the former Re-
public of Vietnam.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREU-
TER) and the gentleman from American 
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 322. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, this Member rises 
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 322, a 
resolution that recognizes the sac-
rifices made by Vietnamese Americans 
who served in the armed forces of the 
former Republic of Vietnam. This 
Member congratulates the efforts of 
the distinguished gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. DAVIS) to recognize the Viet-
namese who fought bravely side by side 
with U.S. forces in Vietnam and to ap-
plaud all those whose efforts focus 
international attention on human 
rights violations in Vietnam. This 
Member is pleased to be a cosponsor of 
the legislation. 

Each year on June 19, the Viet-
namese-American community tradi-
tionally commemorates those who gave 
their lives in the struggle to preserve 
the freedom of the former Republic of 
Vietnam. During the war, the armed 
forces of the Republic of Vietnam suf-
fered enormous casualties including 
over 250,000 killed and more than 
750,000 wounded. They continued to suf-
fer after the fighting ended when many 
were imprisoned and forced to undergo 
so-called reeducation. They continue 
their efforts even now playing an im-
portant role in raising international 
awareness of human rights violations 
in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

Moreover, Vietnamese Americans, 
many of whom arrived as refugees with 
little but the clothes on their backs, 
have made tremendous achievements 
and have contributed greatly to this 
country. 

Earlier this year, this body approved 
H. Con. Res. 295 on Human Rights and 
Political Oppression in Vietnam. There 
was inevitably some duplication in the 
two initiatives. Therefore this Member, 
with the concurrence of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS), the sponsor 
of the resolution, amended H. Con. Res. 
322 only to eliminate duplication. The 
resolution now focuses on commemo-
rating the service and sacrifices of the 
former members of the armed forces of 
the Republic of Vietnam. 

This Member urges all his colleagues 
to support this laudable resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
strongly urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. I certainly want to 
commend the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. GILMAN), the chairman of 
our committee, for bringing this reso-
lution to the floor. I also want to com-
mend the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. BEREUTER), the chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, 
for making the proper changes to this 
resolution that is now before us. 
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